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Yuzero Motora is the founder of psychology in Japan. He was born in 1858 at the
end of the feudal era in Japan.

After the Meiji Restoration, he had an interest in Education and Philosophy. Then,
Motora studied under Professor G. Stanley Hall and earned his Ph.D at Johns Hopkins
University.

Hall and Motora (1887) published the article, “Dermal Sensitiveness to Gradual
Pressure Changes” on the first volume of “American Journal of Psychology”.

Illustration of an apparatus
designed by Hall and
(now University of Tokyo), the only university at that time in Japan, as a lecturer in Motora (Sato etal, 2012)

After returning, he was asked to teach psychophysics at the Imperial University

1888. Then, Motora was appointed to full professor of psychology at the Imperial University in 1890.
At last, in 1903, a new laboratory of psychology was established at Tokyo Imperial University by
professor Motora in collaboration with Matataro Matsumoto, one of Motora's students, who was a lecturer

in psychology.
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