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The Salvation Army

St Vincent de Paul Society Bushfire Appeal
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Dear colleagues

I write to share with you my best wishes for the New Year, and to also share my thoughts on

what is currently an enormously challenging time for Australia and for Australians.

The bushfire crisis that is sweeping across large parts of my country has been catastrophic.
The environmental, economic and human impact cannot be overstated. The total size of the

areas burnt by the bushfires is over 8 million hectares ? this interactive map puts into

perspective the scale of the devastation.

In Melbourne this week, we have been shrouded in thick smoke from fires hundreds of
kilometers away. Over the Christmas break many of our staff with properties in the affected

areas were impacted.

All of these experiences take on an even greater focus, given our recent discussions in Lisbon

about the impacts of the changing climate.

I am grateful for the emails of concern and support that have come through to me in recent
weeks from international colleagues. It means a lot to know that this disaster is being felt
across the world, and that our global community is there when we need them.

Some of you have asked how to help. I understand the need to reach out and provide support.
I have therefore listed a number of organisations who are working on the frontline, where
donations will go directly to helping the recovery effort. If you would like to donate funds,

these are the organisations I would recommend you consider:

The Australian Red Cross

The Salvation Army

St Vincent de Paul Society Bushfire Appeal

Wildlife Information Rescue and Education Service

APS members have also been very active in responding to the crisis. Members have been

undertaking additional disaster support training, and our Disaster Response Network has
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been activated. This is a network of psychologists who are deployed to fire affected regions,
in collaboration with the Australian Red Cross. We have also been sharing our resources with

members and the general public via email, our website and social media.

We hope that together ? as a profession, and together ? as an international community, we
can overcome this great challenge. And we can put in place steps to reduce the scale of such

disasters in the future.

Kind regards,

Frances Mirabelli
Chief Executive Officer

The Australian Psychological Society Limited
a: L13, 257 Collins Street | Melbourne | VIC 3000
p: 03 8662 3318
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