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Title: Towards Large-Scale Cross-Cultural Studies

Abstract: Psychology fascinates with its mathematical and scientific approach to describing
human behavior. However, it's hard to shake the impression that much of what psychology
teaches primarily pertains to the psychology of WEIRD societies: Western, Educated,
Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic. While cross-cultural psychology courses can be eye-
opening, they often leave the impression that they mainly focus on the differences between
WEIRD societies and the Confucian world. As a result, people from outside these two cultural
spheres—such as Eastern Europeans, Latin Americans, South Asians, Middle Easterners, and
Sub-Saharan Africans—often feel that psychology does not sufficiently help them understand
their social realities. However, people in all regions and cultures deserve psychological
knowledge that applies to them. In the proposed presentation, I will share several
recommendations on how to address this gap. [ will begin by providing a brief overview of
where psychological science currently directs its attention, presenting empirical analyses of
1,466,019 scientific abstracts and, separately, coverage of 60 large-scale cross-cultural
psychological projects (involving data from 3,722,940 participants across 2,668 samples from
153 countries). Next, [ will argue for the importance of conducting large-scale cross-cultural
studies, specifically those covering 40 or more countries. Importantly, I will offer practical
recommendations and examples on how to run such studies. The idea of collecting data from 40+
countries, as opposed to single-country or two-country studies, is akin to the difference between
a computer tomograph scan and a simple X-ray in medicine—can represent a significant leap

forward for psychological science.

Bio: Kuba Krys identifies himself as a macropsychologist with a background in economics. He
has established and currently coordinates a research consortium that conducts large-scale cross-
cultural studies spanning dozens of countries worldwide. His particular interest lies in exploring
how cultural sensitivity can contribute to societal development and well-being. Since 2012, he
has been working at the Institute of Psychology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, where he
currently holds the position of Associate Professor. From 2017 to 2019, he had the honor of
working at Kyoto University as a Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS), under the guidance of Prof. Yukiko Uchida. In his work, he challenges the boundaries

imposed by culture.



